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Master of Science (MSc) in Oral Medicine and Diagnosis at Khyber Medical University Institute of Dental Sciences (KMU-IDS), Kohat, is a Pakistan Medical & Dental Council (PMDC) approved postgraduate program designed to develop advanced knowledge, clinical competence, diagnostic expertise, and research capabilities in the field of Oral Medicine and Diagnosis.
Oral Medicine is a specialized field of dentistry concerned with the diagnosis and non-surgical management of complex oral and maxillofacial conditions, particularly those associated with systemic diseases, mucocutaneous disorders, chronic orofacial pain, salivary gland disorders, temporomandibular disorders, potentially malignant disorders, oral manifestations of systemic disease, and medically complex patients.
The MSc program provides structured postgraduate education and supervised clinical training, enabling candidates to develop a systematic and evidence-based approach to the assessment, diagnosis, differential diagnosis, investigation, and management of patients presenting with oral and maxillofacial disorders.
Program Objectives
The program aims to prepare postgraduate students to:
· Develop advanced theoretical knowledge in Oral Medicine and Diagnosis.
· Acquire comprehensive clinical skills in the assessment and management of patients with oral and maxillofacial diseases.
· Develop advanced diagnostic and clinical reasoning skills.
· Formulate appropriate differential diagnoses based on history, clinical examination, and investigations.
· Develop competence in the selection and interpretation of relevant laboratory, radiographic, and other diagnostic investigations.
· Recognize oral manifestations of systemic diseases and understand their clinical significance.
· Develop expertise in the diagnosis and non-surgical management of complex oral mucosal, salivary gland, temporomandibular, orofacial pain, and other oral medicine conditions.
· Develop skills in evidence-based clinical decision-making.
· Develop research skills and the ability to critically appraise scientific literature.
· Undertake postgraduate research and contribute to the advancement of knowledge in Oral Medicine and Diagnosis.
· Develop effective communication, patient-centred care, and professional skills.
· Promote multidisciplinary collaboration in the management of patients with complex oral and systemic conditions.
Scope of Clinical Training
The postgraduate clinical training encompasses a broad range of conditions encountered in Oral Medicine and Diagnosis, including:
· Oral mucosal diseases and ulcerative disorders
· Vesiculobullous and autoimmune mucocutaneous diseases
· Oral potentially malignant disorders and oral mucosal lesions
· Oral manifestations of systemic diseases
· Infectious diseases affecting the oral cavity
· Salivary gland disorders
· Temporomandibular disorders
· Orofacial pain and neuropathic pain conditions
· Orofacial manifestations of haematological and metabolic disorders
· Pigmented and vascular lesions
· Oral manifestations of immunological disorders
· Medically complex and special-care dental patients
· Orofacial manifestations associated with medications and systemic therapies
· Diagnosis and management of common and uncommon oral lesions requiring specialist assessment
Students are expected to develop proficiency in comprehensive history taking, clinical examination, formulation of differential diagnoses, selection and interpretation of investigations, treatment planning, patient counselling, clinical documentation, and appropriate referral and multidisciplinary consultation.
Academic and Research Training
The program integrates clinical training with structured academic and research activities. Postgraduate students will participate in seminars, case-based discussions, journal clubs, clinical presentations, and other academic activities designed to promote critical thinking and evidence-based practice.
Research training is an integral component of the program. Students will develop competencies in research methodology, literature review, critical appraisal, scientific writing, research ethics, data interpretation, and dissemination of research findings. Each student will undertake a postgraduate research project under appropriate academic supervision.
Teaching and Learning
The program employs a variety of contemporary postgraduate teaching and learning strategies, including:
· Clinical case discussions
· Case-based learning
· Seminars and academic presentations
· Journal clubs
· Problem-based and evidence-based learning
· Supervised clinical training
· Clinical demonstrations
· Multidisciplinary discussions
· Research activities
· Critical appraisal of scientific literature
The program emphasizes active learning, clinical reasoning, evidence-based decision-making, and integration of theoretical knowledge with clinical practice.
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